


rinq ^ toxins didn't Violate d 


a?Tv 


EDGEWOOD, Md; (AP)— U.S. Army - : developing effective defensive weapo^ 

i officials contend that the storage of eightlv, systems,” he said. , - - f 

;• deadly toxins left oyer, froin biological ;:; In September, a Peniagon spok^man, 
warfare resei^ch do« not violate the Col. Hugh C. Wait, confirmed ttet the 
intent of a presidenti^ order in 1970 to Army retained a smaU quantity of 
■ ■ dispose of all such substances. ,, , deadly shellfish toxin indentical to that 

i ' According to an Army spokesman "^ which was found in a CIA laboratoryy ' 
Edgewood Arsenal, the order- in :«r At that time, the spokesn^n said th^ 
'February 1970 by President 


Nixon 

pertained only to offensive- biological 
and chemical warfare materials. The 
spokseman said the six samples here ' 
and two at Dugway Proving Grounds in 
- Utah were preserved because they were 
being M used :. *^to : research defensive “ ™ 
weapons systems.” 

> NBCNewsdiscloisedovertheweekend - 
s' that the Army continues to'store the * 
toxins, which includes a variety of 
: Hawaiian coral maintained ' in large 
enough quantities to kill two thousand 
people.;:The- Army also is storing 
■ several strains of snake venom. 

..vVThe Army says it may need these 
^ items for future research,” the network , , 
reported 

f*-: “In addition,: thd Army is’ ^udying '~.v 
^nearly" 100 differept disease, organisms^ — .j 
which a polential;enemy,might use toat- 
tack the Umted i Stafe^li: 
re^rted.’ 

vj’he spokestoan;froni,JE»gewood^^;s^ 
the storage of the tpidhs'is in “keepingtvpE 
with Eklgewood’s mission ;,in the U.S.sjjil; 
Army.“:'“The facility, is charged wttifs^:: 


shellfish toxin was being -keep foi“ 
“laboratory purposes” and fiius did not 
violate the presidential order 


In an interview prior to the disclosure 
of the latest toxins, 'Dr. E. L. Harris, the 
techincal director at Edgewood, said the ' 
Army would be within the Sfirit of the ' ' 
presidential order,, by keeping small 
amounts of toxins. ! 

y . He, too, cited a provision in that order : 1 
which said the United States “should J j 
’confine its military program for tox-^^ 
ins. ..to research for defensive purposes 


-’only.” 










